A New-Years Gift to IMPOSTORS: 

OR, 
le Manifet of William the T bird King of England, Scotland, 4nd Ir: 
land, delivered and diſperſed at the French Court, &c. 1s an Overture t1 


* the General Peace, propoſed about the later end of the Year 1693. aud 
concluded in 1697. F aithfully done out of the Original into Engliſh, aud 


| wow publiſhed by a true Friend to Truth and Juſtice, md conl, equently 'T 


bis IKing and Country. 


Hey , who in expeQation of a Peace, 
ſeriouſly conſider the Situation of the 
Afﬀairs of Europe, and who, without 
Paſſion, enquire into the chief Cauſe of 

Revolutions which diſturb it, have not hi- 
to thrown it upon me, nor imputed the 
fortunes of it to my Elevation to the 'Throne 
the three Kingdoms of England, Scotland and 

None but the King of Fraxce and his 

mzans labour at this time to doit ; none but 

ky call me Tyrant and Uſurper ; and, troubled 
the Fidelity of my Subjects, obſtinately perſiſt 

Lcontinuing a War , which they undertook 
tout of Deſpair, and which is of my Honour 
i Glory to make an end of. 

They lay tomy Ambition all che Diſorders of 
we, and make me the Author of the Rebellion 
he Exzliſb ; they reproach me with having 
ited the famous League of Ansbourg, and to 

driven from his Throne, in order to mount 
iy ſelf, an IMaftrious and Magnanimonus Prince, 
ym the Ties of Blood obliged me to reſpect : 
fine, they overload and blacken me with ſuch 
wmber of Impoſtures, that I can't, in my 

a Juſtification, but give the Univerſe an ac- 

nt of my Conduct. Which that I may do 

ith Eaſe, I need but repreſent in a few Words 
ſat happened in Exrope before the War, and 
ſence infer in my Favour what right Reaſon will 
turally admit ; bv which alone it will appear, 

far from having had the lealt ſhare in 
aſing the Troubles Exrope is involved in, Ihave, 

Q the contrary , ſought all Occaſions to calm 
tm. Every one will be convinced of the Sin- 

fity of my Intentions , and the Juſtice of my 

ons will gain over the Perfidics of my Ene- 


| The Condition all the Kingdoms of Europe 
rein, in the Year 1688. is well known : They, 
the moſt part, enjoy'd profound Peace. The 
nperor, the King of Po/ana, and the Venetians, 
tioued with Succels their Conquelt over the 
arks: Hunzay was retaken from the Inhdels, 
Ind Belpr ave, which the Impcrialitts to:k with 
dword in Hand, opened to thetr Conquelt a 
ree Paſſage to the Head-City of the Turkiſh 
mpire. 

The Misfortuncs of the One and Proſperity of 
he Other, touched: the King of France 1n a very 
different manner: He became ſenſible of the Dit- 
grace of the Ottomans, and ivalous of the Em- 
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peror's Victories. "The Power and Policy of 
that Monarch forbidding their further encreaſe, 
put him upon the delign of leffening *em by hid- 
den and indiret ways. His Honour wou'd not 
permit him to appear bare-fac'd in favour of the 
Infidels; the Diviſion he meditated was equally 
againſt his Reputation and CharaQer of Moit 
Chriſtiaz : But the Hereditary Hatred of the 
Houſe of Frazce to that of Auſtria, carry'd it over 
the general Good of- Chriſleadow, and over 2 
Twenty years Truce newly concluded, which 
promiſed ro Germany a full Repoſe. 

In view of an enſuing War, and with deſign 
to proſecute it, the Agents of France at the 
Court of Mzximilian-Henry of Bavaria Eleftor of 
Cologn, diſpoſed that Prince to demand, beſore 
his Death, a Succeſſor of his Chapter : The Ca- j 
nons-Suffragans, who compoſed it, being for the * 
moſt part gained by the Mony and fair Promiſes 
of France, gave him Cardinal Fu/temberg for Coad- 
jutor : The Forces of that Crowa had at the ſame 
time in their Poſſeſſion one of the beſt Places of 
the EleQtorate, and after having furniſhed it with 
all forts of Ammunition , laid ſtill till Heaven 
ſhou'd diſpoſe of the EleQtor. | 

After the death of this Prince, which happen'd ' 
the 3d of June 1688. . the King of Fraxce under- 
took to have Cardinal Fuftemberg Recognized for 
his Lawſul Succeſſor ; but as the Poſtulation to $ 
the Coadjutorſhip was not accepted at the Court 
of Rome, the Threatnings of the Pope and of the 
Emperor, obliged the Canons to proceed, a fe- ! 
cond time, to the Elettion of a new Prince ; 
where the Count of Coxrs, in the Emperor's Name, 
propoſed Prince Clement of Bavariz, with the ex- 
cluſion of Cardinal Fuſtemberg. 

The Canons, to the number of 25, meeting 
in their Aſſembly the 19th of Jy 1688. divided 
in their Choice; 14 poſtulated the Cardinal, 
g the Prince of Bavaria by virtue of his Brief of 
Eligibility, by which the Pope ſupply'd the detect 7 
of his Age, he being then but 17 years old : In 
all appearance the Cardinal ought to have carry * 
it ; but the Conteſt heing ſent to /{or, the Pops * 
deaded in favour of the Prince of Bra 1x ; tho', * 
to take the thing right, the Poltulation of rhe 
Cardinal was Legal and Canonical. 

This partial Stroke provoked the King of 
France beyond meaſute, and unſeafonably con- 
founding his Politicks obliged him to declare him- * 
ſelt openly, and fupport with Hononr h's firit 
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--2 and his firſt Intentions. T'o this end he 
1 a powerful Army, which he ſent under 

- Command of the Dauphiz his Son into Ger- 
ITY. 
Philipsbourg, Mayence, Manheim, Spire and Fran: 
put all the Palatizate to Fire and Sword, 
and de{troyed that fine Country in fo dreadful 
and terrible a manner, that one may ſeek at this 
time tor the four laſt mentioned Towns, 1n the 
very Place wherctn they ſtood 5 years ago. 

The Reaſons which that Monarch made uſe of 
to jultify ſuch barbarous Hoſtilities, were not 
grounded upon the Quarrel about the EleCtorate 
of Colozn, but on the late EleQtor Palatine”s refu- 
ſing to give the Dutcheſs of Orleance an ac- 
compt of the Eſtate fallen to her by the death of 
her Father. 

This EleQor ſeeing himſelf innocently the un- 
fortunate Sacrifice of a powerful Monarch, en- 
gagcd rhe Council of YVienne and the Princes of 
Germany to revenge the i]] Uſages he met with all 
from the Crown of France: They unanimouſly 
eſpouſed the Quarrel at Ausbourg ; and the State 
of my Afﬀairs required I ſhould enter into the 
Leazue with them, the better to refiſt the firſt 
Eforts which I foreſaw would be Levelled 
gainit me. 

I was then in Exz/avnd, whither the Troubles 
raiſed againſt King James, by his SubjeQts, called 
me to be a Mediator and Arbiter betwixt them ; 
and perhaps wou'd have accompliſh'd it, had 

hat Prince and his Subjects, reciprocally had, 
more Deference for each other. x 

King James quietly ſucceeded King Charles the 
Second, his Brother, in his Dominions, and the 
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a continued Tranquility. The Death of the 
Duke of Mozmonuth and the moſt part of his Ac- 
omplices ſtruck Terror into the moſt _— 
and were it not for the Deſign he formed to re- 
nite to his own Religion, that of the Subjects 
ne may ſay, he might have been ſtill upon the 
'hrone, and that no Revolution could have 
nterrupred the Felicity of his Reign; but am- 
ditious to render himſelf abſolute in a Monarchy 
depending of the Humours of thoſe, who com- 
poſe it, and to fix a Conſtancy in a People na- 
urally Inconſtant ; and to immitate the Actions 
df a powerful King, without having the Means 
ind Forces. like him, to effect it ; drew upon 
im that dreadful Crowd of Misfortunes , un- 
der w hich, perhaps, his Head, after the Here- 
ditary Fatality, would have fallen , had not 
taken Care, under Hand, to fave it from his 
SubjeAs. The King of France, whoſe Steps he 
ntended to follow, was then endeavouring the 
xtinction of Calviniſm in his Dominions : The 
umerous Troops he employ'd in that Work 
forced the moſt obſtinate to a ſpeedy compliance : 
His Policy reſerved this great Action , that by 
nc happy Succeſs of it, his Glory might be 
ompleared. It was certainly a Deſign becoming 


This Prince meeting no oppoſition took - 


deginning of his Reign ſeemed to promiſe him 


the Greatneſs of that Monarch 

laſting Peace which he promiſed he = 
that Stroke , would never have bcen dill rryy | 
had he but by a refined Forelight, had the G | 
either to have kept within his Kingdom = | 
Leading Men among the Proteſtants by for on 
Reward , or had cauſed them to be facrifices 
without Mercy on the Frontiers, inſtead of fu: | | 
ing them to go out on't. = 

But thoſe unfortunate Fugitives carrying 14: 
ſery, Deſolation, and T rs Nani 6 oe | 
they went, looked upon Erglans the only Ph | 
of Comfort and Eaſe to their Misfortunes: 
thither they retired in hopes to find Trangy,, | | 
lity and Reſt, ftill bewailing the Cruelty Wk 
which they were forced to abandon, as one ma 
ſay, their Houſhold - Gods, and their Rel;. 
g10N, 

King James at the ſame time takes upon hi 
re-citabliſh the publick Exerciſe of the Catholic | 
Religion all over England. The Engliſh, wha | 
had before their Eyes the ſad Example of the 
Freach Refugees , contented themſelves at firſt to 
murmur at the Deſign : The Novelty of it ſeem. 
ed ſtrange to them, and were fond of that Li. 
berty of Conſcience they had enjoyed for aboye 
Two Centuries. But when they ſaw the execu- 
tion of the Deſign preſſed upon *em through the 
Miniitry of the Jeſuits; when they ſaw their | 
Town's Priviledges taken away, the Biſhops Im- | 
priſoned 11 the Tower of London, Pryars re- 
eftabliſhed in iNeir ancient Convent, and thoſe 
very Jeſuits (the unlucky Authors of all Mif- 
chiefs) in Poſſeſſion of a College in the midſt of 
the City of Loxdoz ; then they generally, and in 
common Concert with the Nobility, revolted. 
Theſe ro maintain themſelves in the Church- 
Lands "whereof the Kings Henry 8. Edvard 6. 
and Queen El;zaberh, put their Anceſtors in Poſ- 
ſcfon.: The others to ſecure their Priviledges: | | 
Both together ſtirred by the 1mplacable Motive 
of Religion, that ſeldom fails to cauſe a Reyolu- 
tion, which 1s of extream Conſequence to pre- 
vent. 

The Rcvolters in the mean time ſeek for a 
powerful Protettor and a diſintereſted Mediator, 
and unluckily caſt their Eyes upon me: They 
ſollicite my paſſing into Erg/ard, and haſten to 
the Succour of their Religion. I was then 1n 
Holland at the Head of a numerous Army which 
I had raiſed, not for that end, as 1 am unjuſtly 
reproached with, but to ſupport in Germany the 
Interett of Pope Innocent XI. againſt Cardinal 
Fuftemberg, or rather, more properly ſpeaking, 
againlt Frazce. 

All the World knows how the Court of Ram 
ſollicited me at that time; the Alliances ſhe had 
with me by the Intrigues of Caſon?s, the Remit- 
tances of Mony I had from thence tor the execu- 
tion of this Deſign. All the World knows be- 
ſides, that the very ſame Court of Rome had chole 


me, above all the other Princes of Earope, tO vp 
, pov 
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poſe the Fortune and Greatneſs of the King of 
France : I was promiſed an honourable Prefer- 
ment which ſhouw'd crown me with Glory ; and 
the Power of the Enemy I was to oppole took 
vp, 2: that time, allmy Thoughts and Care. 
However the Neceflities of Ewugland at that 
ſunture, ſeemed to me more prefling than thoſe 
of Co/v272 ; and rhe Intereſt of a Religion fo near 
nd common to my own, prevailed with me be- 
fore tl:e Intereſt of a Stranger under Oppreſſion : 
The Glory of reconciling a King and his SubjeQs, 
and of reciprocally ſuccouring both, weighed in 
my Mind over that of ſupporting in Germany the 
Pretenfions of a young Prince, whoſe Right, be- 
fdes, did not appear to me to be tnconteſtable. 
Upon this I paſſed into Exg/and, Landed my 
Troops without any oppofition , the People re- 
ceived me with' open Arms : King James's Army 
inſenſibly deſerted to me, ranging themſelves un- 


| d&r my Banners; fo that ina little timeI found 
| my ſelt in the midſt of the City of London, abſo- 


lute Maſter of all Things, without ſo much as 
coſting the Life of one ſingle Man, or that any 


| of King James's SubjeQts had Loyalty or Courage 


enough to Fight one Stroke 1n his Favour. 

Thus, in the midſt of a People ſwelled with 
Rage and Hatred againſt their King, I ſent the 
Prince private Notice that they openly threatned 


| him, and that it was high time he ſhould 
| fave himfelf, I conſented to his Eſcape out of 


exceſs of Regard and Tenderneſs, and not in view 
of any private Intereſt of my own. I facilitated 
all Things for his Embarquement, and if he was 
taken the firſt time, the very moment he was go- 
ng abour it, it was ſolely an effeft of the il] For- 
tune that attended him, and not of any Artifice 
or Subtilty I am reproached with : The ſecond 
time he had better Luck, and unthanktful for rhe 
Srvice I had render'd him, he ftir'd up the Moſt 
Chriſtian King , and made him declare againſt 
me, as if I had been guilty of a Misfortune which 
he ought to have imputed to nothing bur the Im- 
prudence of his own Conduct. 

The Engliſh, on their part, no ſooner under- 
ood their King's retreat , than they pretended 
lis Flight to be a tacit abandoning the Crown, 
which, by Diſertion, h+ left vacant. The Con- 
vention aſſembled, ſeriouſly and ſincerely exami- 
ned the Matter, and declared it a true Vacancy 
according to the Laws of Exzland, and conle- 
quently reſolved to give themielves a new Prince ; 
upon which they offered me the Crown and 
Nepter, and conſtrained me to accept both ; and, 
3gainſt my Will, forced me to ſuffer myſelt to be 
poclaimed King, in all the Forms and with all 
.ne Ceremonies accutomed. Obliged to yield to 
the Violence of their Cioice, I rendred my Selt 
tepolitary of a Crown which I am ready to aban- 
lon at any time the publick Tranquility will re- 
Juire it. 

Ic's ncar five Years that I Reign on this Foot- 
Ig, and Fra: alone perſiſts to diſturb me, and 
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. they had been lawful Princes? Bur if this obſti 
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give me the odious Names of Uſurperand Ty 
rant: Names no way becoming a Prince of mi 
Character, and one wou'd think that ſhe hardens 
at this time, in reference to me, as an Attone 
ment or Pennance tor her having formerly Ne 
gotiated with Cromme!, who was a right Tyran 
and a true Uſurper. Can it be faid hereafter tha 
I have Uſurped the Crown of England? 'Shall 
be reckoned one Day in the number of thoſe 
Tyrants, ſhe hath fo often experienced the Bar 
barity of ? An Uſurper is one who, without any 
Right, aſſumes to himſelf the Dignity of a Sove 
reign, enters into a Country with Violence 
forces the People he hath ſubdued to own hin 
for their King, oppreſſes them with Levies anc 
Taxes, cements his new Throne with the Bloc 
of the moſt Illuftrious of his Subjefts, and upo 
the leaſt Suſpicion ſacrifices to the Security of hi 
Crown and his Life thoſe, whoſe Conduct migh 
occaſion the leaſt Umbrage. A Tyrant is one 
who, ſeducing his Fellow Subjefts , declares a 
gainſt his Prince and the Government of his Coun 
try, and who by exceſs of Power and Succeſs 
acquires and engroſles to himfelf alone the Sove 
reignty and Dominion , and who according tc 
his own Avarice and Fury diſpoſes of all th 
Treafure of the People, whereof he himſelf is bu 
a Member ; and, in ſhort, whoſe Power gene 
rally ends with his Life. 

AmlI an Uſurper? Am Ia Tyrant? Can any 
one of thoſe barbarous Qualities which form the 
one, or rhe other, be obſerved in my ConduCt 
Am I born a SubjeQt of Enz/and? AmlT got inte 
it by Force or Violence ? Have I overloaded it: 
People with Levies and Taxes? Can I bere 
proached with any of thoſe brural Ations whict 
darkens the Hiſtories of the moſt Illuſtrious Con 
querors? If I am neither an Uſurper nor a Ty 
rant, but Rightful and Lawful King of England 
what Shame can it be for France, at this time, tc 
own me as ſuch? She, who art other times not 
only acknowledged ſuch, but concluded Treaties 
of Peace, Alliance and Commerce with *em, as 1 


nacy of France cauſes all my Pain and Troubl 
if by her ways ſhe alone hath hitherto oppoſed the 
Happineſs of my Fortune ; I have ſtill rhis Com- 
fort to ſee my Self Recognized by all the ocher 
Princes of Earope , and to ſee my Embaſſadors 
hold the ſame Rank at their Courts, which thoſe 
of England have always had. The Emperor, the 
King of Spain, rhe Duke of Savoy, the Princes 0 
Germany, and the States General, have voluntarily 
entered into a League together to. ſupport me 
upon the Throne : They'll ſooner periſh, as I may 
ſay, then let me fall; while my Enemies, by 
open Force, ſtrive to wrelt the Scepter from me : 
And when, on the contrary, they'll come to Rea- 
ſon and fair Means, Iam of my lelt ready to quit 
the Throne, in order to reſtore the Tranquility 
of all Ewrope. 


Let 
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| Ler Frazxce gain as many Victories as ſhe will, 
let her take Towns and Ships , drown'd the 
Frontiers with Soldiers, threaten all the Earth 
with an enſuing Conqueſt ; all that will but turn 
to her Ruin, becauſe ſhe is but one againſt many. 
Ler her examin her own inward State; let her 
behold, with Motherly Eyes, the Dearth and 
Scarcity of Corn her Inhabitants are reduced to. 
In fine, let her ccaſe to delude, with the Power 
of her Mony, a Price who freely renounces the 
Crorn; and an lafaut , who in a long time will not 
have Strength enouzh to wear it. Let her alſo con- 
ſider the number of Enemies ſhe is ſurrounded 
with; and let her meaſure the greatneſs of their 
Hatred to her, with that of her Outrages to them. 
Let her look upon all her concluded Treaties vio- 
lated, all the 'Truces ſhe hath broke , all the 
Towns ſhe hath burnt, all the People ſhe hath 
reduced to Beggary, and who demand Jultice of 
Heaven tor theſe Evils. Let her at laſt ſeriouſly 
reflect on the unſteadineſs of her own Conduct, 
and (heIl find her (elf guilty of the ſame Perfi- 
dies ſhe unjultly upbraids me with, and whereof 
ſhe accuſes my Allies. 

Would a Treaty of Peace ſecure unto us her 
Friendſhip, tho”, to obtain it, we ſhould grant 
her all her Pretenſions ? Would the Emperor 
truſt to it, after ſeeing her, in cold Blood, break 
a Truce of 20 Years, newly concluded between 
her and him? Would the King of Spazz ſend his 
Fleet ro Sea with Safety, after the Inſult made 
in full Peace upon his Admiral Papachin: * Wow'd 
the Duke of Savoy be more Civilly treated by her 
Miniſters? Wou'd. the Princes of Germany keep 

eir Countries and Privileges with Security and 
Freedom ? And would not the States General 
have cauſe to fear her Reſentment and Revenge, 
tn Hatred to the generous Protection, and the 
powertul Succours which they have given 
me ? 

However, if it be reſolved to reſtore Peace to 
Earope who require it, all the World that feck it 
will be aſtoniſhed at the Effort which ſecretly 
invites me to it, When every one tells me that 
the publick Good ought to weigh over my pri 
vate Advantage. 

Let us therctore commit that happy Violence 


upon dur Selves, and ſacrifice my Glory to thi 
Repoſe ; and let us at leaſt by exceſs of P rhe: 
{tty, ſurpaſs thoſe, who have not been Fngs 
overcome us by their Arms. ha: 

Toaccompliſh ſo fine a Projeft, and of * 
neral an Advantage, I declare. as to my part] 
am ready to renounce the Three Crowns of F, 
_—_ ary nevy and Irelani, to abandon theſe It. 
or ever, and give 'em up to King James 
the Poſſe(ſion Se to 's, Pr tice ny Loo 
return t0 Holland quietly to exerciie the Digni 
ot Stateholder ; it France will but on her part 4 
{train her felt to the Execution of the Pyreneay. 
Treaty, and conſent to annul all ſubſequent Ones 
His Moit Chriſtian Majeſty knows that he never 
performed but One Article of that Treaty, which 
without any other Proot is ſufficiently evinceq 
from all that's paſſed ſince that time. | 

It Offers ſo reaſonable and Propoſals ſo advan. 
tagious be rejeQted, the evil Conſequences of their 
refuſal ought not ro be imputed to me : The $z. 
crifice I make to the publick Good is a ſufficient 
Juſtification of me, and 15 a Satisfaftion tomein 
the midſt of my Pains and Afflictions. T quit a 
Radiant Crown and a Scepter Illuftrious and 
Flouriſhing, to givethem to another. I deſcend 
of my own Accord, without Violence and with- 
out Conſtraint, from the Throne, after hayi 
had the extream Pleaſure of mounting it, 0 
Sweet of commanding in it. I forſake Fortune, 
Honour, Glory and Triumph , to become no- 
thing, in re-aſſuming a private Condition. I he- 
come as it were a Phantom, after having. been 
ſomething on the 'T heater of the World, and ab 
ter Faving had ſo much Suceeſs, whereof I ought 
now to enjoy the Benefit ; I reſerve no mare ont 
to my Ambition and Fortune than the Imagins- 
tion and Shadow. 

After this let my Enemies ſay what they will 
againſt me, let *'em form all the Ideas to them- 
ſelves they pleaſe, my Sincerity will give the 
Lie to all their Impoſtures. They ſhall always 
find me ready to execute what I offer; and al 
ways ready to reſtore, together with the Peace, 
the Tranquility and Happineſs which they have 


loſt. 
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B:ſid.s other $14tes, Crow? d-Heads and Potentates, 
mho then Conplemented Their Majeſties on the 
Birth of His Rojal Highneſs the Prince of 
Wales: | 

Nota Bene ou: of the London Gazette of the 

. Tear, 1688, : 


Number, 2358. 
FTague, Jane £ Us | 

YN Eridaylaſt, the Marquis  Alb;-ille, Envoy 

Extraordinary of His Majeſty of Great Br:- 

tain, Communicated to the Princeſs and Prince of 

Uranze, the Happy News of the Birth of the Prixce, 

to whom he delivered at the ſame time His Ma- 

ties Leiters. And the next day he had Audience 

of. the States General, to notifie the ſame to them. 

Tie Herr an Azyleftein parted from hence yelter- 
day for Ez2/and. 

H\itchall, June 23. This Day the Sicur Rerte- 

flein, ho is come from her Royal Highneſs the 

Frincels and His Highneſs the Prince of Orange, to 


of the Prixce, had his firſt Audience of the King, 
being Condutted by Sir Charles Cottrel Maſter of 
the(Cercmonies. 

Whitehall, Jaly 1. The 28th paſt the Sieuf « 
Zyyleſtein, who is ſent from her Royal Highneb 
the Princeſs, and His Highneſs the Prince 0 
Orange, to Congretulate upon the Birth of 6 
Prince, had Audience of the Queen ; the zoth | 
the Queen-Dowager ; and this Day of the Prizce, 
being condufted by Sir Charles Cottre! Malter ot 
the Ceremonies. 
Namb, 2367, 
"FT "He Sieur de Iphzeſtein has had his Aud.ence 

of Leave of Their Majelties, of the Queen- * 
Dowager, and .of his Royal Highnels the Prince 
of Wates, being ConduQted by Sir Charlcs Cortret 
Maſter of the Ceremonies. 


Ada, That he was publickly Prayed for as Price of 
Wales at the Chappel-Royal at the Hague, 1! # 
was thought convenient t0 aiſcomtinge it. 


